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SHERIDAN PARK CREMATORY 

(AMIGONE) 

AM I GONE  

By: Alan J. Zylinski, PE
Environmental Engineer
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New addition with stack
LaBuda 
ResidenceAmigone Funeral Home

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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Presentation will be as follows: 
Early History of Approvals, Registration and Complaints; 

2009 Registration and Complaints; 

Sampling and Attorney General’s involvement; 

Notice of Violation; 

Voluntary Shutdown; and 

New Permit with CONTROLS 
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Town Approval Letter

NYS Department of Environmental Conservat
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Rezone Approval 
Letter

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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SUBPART 219-4 INCINERATORS, CREMATORIES 
219-4.1 Definitions 
219-4.2 Applicability 
219-4.3 Particulate emissions 
219-4.4 Design requirements 
219-4.5 Operating requirements 
219-4.6 Other wastes 
219-4.7 Continuous emission monitoring 
219-4.8 Stack testing 
219-4.9 Data and calculations 
219-4.10 Operator training and certification 
219-4.11 Inspection and reporting 
§ 219-4.1 Definitions. 
For the purpose of this Subpart, the definitions of Subpart 219-1 and Part 200 of this 
Title apply. 
§ 219-4.2 Applicability. 
This Subpart applies to all new and modified (after the effective date of this Subpart 
[30 days after December 1, 1988]) facilities used for the cremation of human and 
animal bodies and body parts and for the incineration of associated animal bedding. 
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§ 219-4.3 Particulate emissions. 
No person may cause or allow emissions of particulates into the outdoor atmosphere 
from any emission source located in a crematory facility in excess of 0.08 grains per 
dry standard cubic foot of flue gas, corrected to seven percent oxygen. 

§ 219-4.4 Design requirements. 
(a) Furnace design must provide for a residence time for combustion gas of at least 
one second at no less than 1,800°F. For a multichamber incinerator, these 
parameters must be met after the primary combustion chamber and the primary 
combustion chamber temperature must be maintained at no less than 1,400°F. 
(b) Auxiliary burners must be designed to provide combustion chamber temperatures 
as described in subdivision (a) of this section by means of automatic modulating 
controls. 
(c) Mechanically fed crematories must incorporate an air lock system to prevent 
opening the crematory to the room environment. The volume of the loading system 
must be designed so as to prevent overcharging to assure complete combustion of 
the charge. 
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§ 219-4.5 Operating requirements. 
(a) No person may cause or allow emissions to the outdoor atmosphere having a six-
minute average opacity of 10 percent or greater from any emission source subject to 
these requirements. 
(b) No person may operate a crematory facility unless the temperatures described in 
section 219-4.4 of this Subpart are maintained at all times that waste is being 
burned. 
(c) The commissioner must be notified in writing at least 10 days prior to the 
commencement of operation of the crematory. 

§ 219-4.6 Other wastes. 
(a) Municipal solid waste may not be burned in a crematory. 
(b) Infectious waste (other than pathological waste and animal bedding) in excess of 
five percent of the total permitted hourly charging rate may not be burned in a 
crematory. 
(c) Radioactive waste, may not be burned in a crematory unless that crematory is 
exempt from or has been issued a permit pursuant to Part 380 of this Title. 
(d) Hazardous waste may not be burned in a crematory unless that crematory is 
exempt from or has been issued a permit pursuant to Part 373 of this Title. 
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§ 219-4.7 Continuous emission monitoring. 
(a) Any person who owns or operates a crematory facility must install, operate and 
maintain in accordance with manufacturer's instructions, instruments meeting 
specifications acceptable to the commissioner for continuously monitoring and 
recording the following emission and operating parameters: 
(1) primary combustion chamber exit temperature; 
(2) secondary (or last) combustion chamber exit temperature. 

§ 219-4.8 Stack testing. 
(a) Each incinerator to be installed in a crematory facility must demonstrate 

compliance with the standards in this Subpart by either (1) onsite testing, or (2) 
submittal of a test report for an identical incinerator tested in New York and 
approved by the commissioner. 

(b) A test protocol, including the configuration of breeching, stack and test port 
locations and test methods must be submitted for the commissioner's approval 
at least 30 days prior to stack testing. 
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(c) Witnessing of all stack tests by the commissioner's representative is required. 
Results of any stack test done in the absence of an approved protocol, or which is 
not witnessed, will not be accepted. 
(d) Three copies of the stack test report must be submitted by the permittee to the 
commissioner within 60 days after completion of the tests, in accordance with section 
202.3 of this Title. 

§ 219-4.9 Data and calculations. 
Each application for a permit to construct a source of air contamination for a 
crematory facility must include: 
(a) basic engineering data relative to the material to be burned, crematory design, 
combustion air, control devices and air cleaning devices; and 
(b) an impact analysis using procedures acceptable to the commissioner. 
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§ 219-4.10 Operator training and certification. 
(a) No facility subject to this Subpart will be permitted to operate unless under the 
onsite direction of a person possessing an appropriate incinerator operator 
certification issued by the commissioner. 
(b) No person may operate a facility subject to this Subpart unless certified in writing 
by the holder of an incinerator operator certification, relative to: 
(1) proper operation and maintenance of equipment at that facility; and 
(2) knowledge of environmental permit conditions and the impact of plant operation 
on emissions for that facility. 

§ 219-4.11 Inspection and reporting. 
Each owner or operator of a permitted crematory facility must annually inspect that 
facility and submit a report to the commissioner, certifying that the condition and 
operation of that facility, including the calibration of all instrumentation, meet 
manufacturer's specifications. 
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Letter to Amigone describing 
the incinerator requirements

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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LaBuda’s petition

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation



22

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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NYS Department of Environmental Conservatio

n
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NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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66 people signed
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NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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On July 7, 2010, I visited Mr. Ron LaBuda's home at 63 Werkley in the Town of 
Tonawanda. When I arrived at approximately 4:00 PM, I was greeted by Mr. LaBuda and also 
Ms. Linda White of the State Attorney General's Buffalo Office. I attempted to take a dust 
sample from Mr. LaBuda's pickup truck that he reported has not been moved from his driveway 
in months. Very little dust was present on the roof and hood, however I gathered a small 
amount of material into a petri dish from the bed of the truck. As we all stood in Mr. LaBuda's
yard discussing the sample, at 4:24 PM we smelled a chlorine odor. The odor was strong 
enough to be distinguished as chlorine and lasted about 30 seconds. I proceeded to Sheridan 
Park Crematory and found that the crematory was operating in compliance with 6 NYCRR Part 
219‐4 as the temperature of the secondary chamber was 1850 degrees Fahrenheit. I spoke to 
the crematory operator and his log indicated that the body was in a cardboard casket and 
placed into the crematory at 4:15 PM. The operator stated that there was no plastic shroud in 
the casket. We discussed the possibility of the cardboard containing chlorine products in 
them. I will be investigating this further.
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On July 8, 2010, at approximately 2:15 PM I visited Sheridan Park Crematory (Amigone) to 
perform an inspection. When the temperature in the secondary chamber was above 1800 
degrees Fahrenheit, I observed a body in a cardboard casket being put into the crematory at 
2:30 PM. I then proceeded to walk outside and be downwind of the heat trace coming from 
the stack. At approximately 2:35 PM, I observed black smoke of 40 percent opacity for 
approximately 45 seconds and then heat trace again. I then visited Mr. Ron LaBuda's home at 
63 Werkley in the Town of Tonawanda. I collected a tarp that covered Mr. LaBuda's boat for 
particle analysis. At 2:43 PM, Mr. LaBuda and I smelled a chlorine odor. It was faint and lasted 
about 15 seconds.

I then proceeded to Mr. Neal Hodgson's house at 40 Fries Road in the Town of Tonawanda. I 
took two cotton swab samples from his house siding for analysis.  
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The Latest in PID 
EDAX Elemental Analysis System

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation
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Scanning Electron Microscope

New York State Department of Environmental Conservation

JEOL 6490 LV
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NYS Department of Environment
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Amigone Snow Core Sampling
2/9/2011

NYS Department of Environmental Conservation
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Amigone Snow Core Sampling
2/9/2011

Sample# Where/Location

Bkgrd-GRP Gratwick Riverside Park - Background

1A 63 Werkley Near truck cap in backyard
2A 67 Werkley Middle of back yard
3A 71 Werkley Side of house
4A 40 Fries Middle of back yard near “igloo”
5A 85 Werkley Middle of back yard, even with house
5B 85 Werkley Snow from windowsill
Bkgrd-A Curtis Park Background –near bench –side of

park
Bkgrd-B Curtis Park Background – middle of playground
Bkgrd -100 100 Maple Background – middle of Court yard
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3/29/11

R9 collects source sample from 
University at Buffalo crematorium.

Submitted to lab for analysis and used as 
a source sample for ion chromatography 

(snow core analysis) and additional 
particulate analysis.
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University at Buffalo
Crushed Crematory 

Cremains
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CONCLUSIONS

Crematory particulate was found at most residences.  

Residential particulate matched our reference samples from the University
at Buffalo and from the stack of Amigone.

As the sample site distance increased from the source, the particle size
of the ash decreased.

Crematory particulate concentration per sample had a general decrease
the further away the sample site was located from the stack.

The contribution of crematory ash in the residential samples is in a
relatively small amount, ranging from .2-.5% of the overall sample.

Particles were above respirable concern (larger than 2.5 microns).

.
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JUST BECAUSE WE PROVED THAT 
PARTICLES FROM THE CREMATORY 
LANDED ON NEIGHBORING HOMES 
AND YARDS, DOES NOT MEAN THAT 
AMIGONE WAS IN VIOLATION.  

MUST GET A CLEAR VIOLATION.  
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What is Opacity?

When you’re talking about visible emissions, opacity is the degree to which light is blocked by 
the emissions. When you are observing emissions there is always a background behind the 
smoke plume. This background can be anything, but ideally it should contrast with the 
emissions you are observing. 



46



47



48

So, where do             
crematories belong
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Crematory to Temporarily Shut Down After Residents Complaints 

Friday, July 27th, 2012
TOWN OF TONAWANDA, NY ‐ A crematory in the Town of Tonawanda that has been the subject 
of complaints by neighbors about the soot it was emitting, has been temporarily shutdown.

The NYS Attorney General's office says the owners of the Amigone Funeral Home crematory 
have agreed to close the facility for at least six months. 
Residents claim the sounds of the crematorium fans, as well as the smell from its emissions, 
was permeating their neighborhood on a more frequent basis.
The New York State Department of Environmental Conservation intervened in the dispute back 
in 2009 on the neighbors behalf by ordering Amigone to increase the height of its smokestack 
in an attempt to mitigate odors possibly coming from from the crematorium. 
The agreement also calls for the owners to relocate or hire an expert to recommend 
engineering solutions regarding the emission complaints. 
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The Department of Environmental Conservation and the Attorney General's Office need the 
Department of State, Division of Cemeteries to agree to let Sheridan Park Inc, better known as 
Amigone, move its crematory operation to a cemetery.

BUFFALO NEWS Updated: 11/8/2012, 11:15 PM
State law bars relocation of Tonawanda crematory
“The New York State Cemetery Board determined that it cannot permit a funeral home‐
operated crematory to move to a new location because that would be tantamount to allowing 
the funeral home to open a new crematory – something that is prohibited by state law banning 
funeral home and cemetery/crematory combinations,” said Jorge I. Montalvo, a Department of 
State spokesman.

The state law to which Montalvo referred was enacted in 1998, seven years after Sheridan Park 
Inc. began operations.
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“Unfortunately, the neighbors in the new proposed location have expressed opposition to our 
operations, and the New York State Cemetery Board has expressed opposition to our moving 
the operations,” Amigone said in the statement.

If the crematory isn’t able to relocate, Sheridan Park is required to retain a technical expert –
with experience in operating crematories – to recommend engineering solutions to end 
problematic emissions. Attorney General Eric T. Schneiderman reserved the right to take legal 
action if the concerns about emissions are not rectified.

Finally, it is imperative that the Department of State, Division of Cemeteries to agree to let 
Sheridan Park Inc, better known as Amigone, move its crematory operation to a cemetery.
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Anti-combination Law 
§ 1506-a. Cemetery corporations; 
restrictions
(a) No cemetery corporation shall, 
directly or indirectly: 
(1) sell, or have, enter into or perform a 
lease of any of its real property to a 
funeral entity, or use any of its property 
for location of a funeral entity; 
(2) commingle its funds with a funeral 
entity; 
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(3) direct or carry on its business or 
affairs with a funeral entity; 
(4) authorize control of its business or 
affairs by a funeral entity;
(5) engage in any sale or cross-
marketing of goods or services with a 
funeral entity; 
(6) have or enter into or perform a 
management or service contract for 
cemetery operations with a funeral 
entity; or 
(7) have, enter into or perform a 
management contract with any entity 
other than a not-for-profit cemetery 
corporation. 
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(b) Only the provisions of subdivisions 
one and two of paragraph (a) of this 
section shall apply to cemetery 
corporations with thirty acres or less of 
real property dedicated to cemetery 
purposes, and only to the extent the sale 
or lease is of real property dedicated to 
cemetery purposes, and such cemeteries 
shall not engage in the sale of funeral 
home goods or services, except if such 
goods and services are otherwise 
permitted to be sold by cemeteries, nor 
shall a majority of the members of the 
board of directors or trustees of such 
cemeteries be made up of the 
representatives of a funeral entity. 
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(c) For the purposes of this section, 
"funeral entity" means a person, 
partnership, corporation, limited liability 
company or other form of business 
organization providing funeral home 
services, or owning, controlling, 
conducting or affiliated with a funeral 
home, any subsidiary thereof or an 
officer, director or stockholder having a 
ten per centum or greater proprietary, 
beneficial, equitable or credit interest in 
a funeral home.
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March 2014 Court Decision
Erie County Supreme Court Justice Henry Nowak required Sheridan Park to:

• Provide two weeks written notice of their intent to 
resume operations,

• Retain a reputable third party consulting firm with 
expertise in crematory operations,

• Determine the validity of and develop recommendations 
for on-site operational changes addressing residents’ 
concerns regarding odors, soot, smoke and noise, and 
further ensure compliance with the law,

• Submit a report of such recommendations and proposed 
implementation to NYSDEC & NYS AG. 
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January 14, 2016

Sheridan Park notified 
NYSDEC and NYS AG

of their intent to reopen the 
Sheridan Park Crematory.
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January 26, 2016

The NYS Attorney General’s Office filed 
a complaint seeking an injunction to 

prevent the crematory from reopening. 
A hearing was held in State Supreme 

Court on May 3, 2016.
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May 2016 Court Decision

NYS Supreme Court Justice E. Jeannette Ogden 
issued an Interim Order granting the State’s 

request and directing Sheridan Park Crematory 
to submit an approvable Air State Facility permit 
application to NYSDEC and to receive consent 

from the State to restart operations. 
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Permit Application

Sheridan Park Crematory submitted 
the required permit application on 

December 27, 2016. 
Following DEC review and subsequent 

changes to the application, the 
application was deemed complete 

on May 10, 2017.
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6NYCRR Subpart 219-4 Crematory Rule
All crematories in New York State are subject to 

6NYCRR Subpart 219-4.  
Rule requirements include:   
• Opacity Limit = 10 percent,
• Particulate Limit = 0.08 grains per dry standard cubic foot 

of flue gas,
• Continuously monitor:  

(1) primary combustion chamber exit temperature, and   
(2) secondary combustion chamber exit temperature. 

• Minimum Operating Temperatures:
1,800°F in the secondary chamber
1,400°F in the primary combustion chamber.  
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6NYCRR Subpart 219-4 Crematory Rule
Additional requirements:

• All operators must be certified.

• Annual third party inspection. 

NOTE: There are NO applicable Federal air pollution control 
requirements. This is all that the crematories in New York State 
are subject to.  
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DRAFT Air State Facility (ASF) Permit

Draft Permit
•DEC has drafted an ASF permit for Sheridan Park 
Crematory.

Meeting with 
Affiants and 

Elected Officials

Potential 
Revisions & Final 

Decision by 
June 23, 2017

• Final permit to 
consider public 
concerns.

• Opportunity to review 
information and submit 
comments to DEC. 
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DRAFT Air State Facility (ASF) Permit
• Contains UNPRECEDENTED pollution control 

requirements.

• No other crematory in New York State (and perhaps 
USA) has been required to include air pollution 
controls for mercury and acid gases.

• Crematory will also control particulate emissions 
with a bag house/dust collector. 

• Emissions testing to be performed within 90 days of 
startup.
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DRAFT Air State Facility (ASF) Permit
Mercury and Acid Gas Controls

• To reduce the amount of mercury and acid gases 
emitted from the cremation process, a reagent will be 
added at the rate of 125 grams per hour. 

• The reagent consists of:
 Sodium Bicarbonate for control of acid gases and  
 Activated Carbon for control of mercury.  
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DRAFT Air State Facility (ASF) Permit
Remote Monitoring & Management

• Sheridan Park Crematory will install the MpyreTM

2.0 Remote Monitoring and Management System. 

• The MpyreTM 2.0 allows remotely-located 
crematory manufacturer technicians to 
immediately identify and diagnose problems. 
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DRAFT Air State Facility (ASF) Permit
Particulate Emission Control

Differential Pressure will be monitored across the Baghouse to 
ensure proper operation.

• The pressure differential shall be maintained between 3 and 20 inches of 
water column.

• The pressure differential shall be checked daily, when operating, and 
recorded in the inspection log.  Records must be kept on-site for 5 
years.  

• If the pressure differential is outside of the normal range, then the 
process and emission control equipment shall be inspected and 
corrective actions taken.  

• If corrective actions are ineffective, cremations must cease and the 
operator shall consult with the manufacturer.  



75

DRAFT Air State Facility (ASF) Permit

Particulate Emission Control

• There is a cremated remains processor at this facility. 

• The cremated remains processor is self-contained and 
does not create any emissions.  
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DRAFT Air State Facility (ASF) Permit
Emissions Testing

To ensure that the crematory incinerator is operating 
as designed, the following emissions must be tested 
using approved USEPA methods within 90 days of 
startup:  
 Particulate Matter,
 Mercury,
 Chlorine and compounds containing Chlorine,
 Carbon Monoxide, 
 Carbon Dioxide, and
 Oxygen.
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ON JUNE 26, 2017, THE DEPARTMENT 
ISSUED AMIGONE A PERMIT TO 
RECONSTRUCT THE CREMATORY 
INCINERATOR WITH THE ADDITIONAL 
CONTROLS.  
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Thank You

Connect with us:
Facebook: www.facebook.com/NYSDEC
Twitter: twitter.com/NYSDEC
Flickr: www.flickr.com/photos/nysdec


